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Minutes of Old Newton with Dagworth & Gipping Parish Council 

 

Wednesday 4th March 2020 at Old Newton Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: J Miller (Chair), M Clements (Vice-Chair), K Baker, M Helliwell, Cllr J Harbidge, M Reeve, W Ratcliffe,  

K Goudy, K Hall-Price (Clerk), District Cllr K Welham, SCC A Stringer and 5 members of the public.   

 

1. Welcome & Apologies: The Chairman welcomed everyone to the March 2020 meeting.  Footpath item to be brought 

forward following item 7.  Cllr, A Perkowski – Letter of resignation due to personal circumstances has been received 

by the Chairman and will be taken with immediate effect. Apologies received from District Cllr R Eburne, and Cllr A 

Stringer as he may be arriving late.  

 

2. Dispensations:   

a) To consider any requests for dispensations – No new requests received. 

b) To note existing dispensations.  The standing dispensation for Cllr Clements in respect of the proposed development 

land between Silver Street and Finningham Road and Cllr Reeve in respect of the proposed development of the 

Greenacres Site. 

 

3. To receive any declarations of personal/prejudicial interest.   Nothing received. 

 

4. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th February 2020.   It was proposed and seconded to accept the 

minutes as true and accurate and they were signed accordingly by the Chairman.   

 

5. Clerks report following previous meeting. 

• Crier submission was submitted for the March edition. 

• RTI and Nest Pension submissions were completed 

• All cheques for payment following the February meeting were issued. 

• The ditch collapse on Sandford Road has been queried by SCC Highways, Cllr Miller kindly provided the clerk 

with a map showing exact location and some photos of the level of collapse and present state.  Awaiting further 

update from SCC. 

• The Dog Bins and their new locations have been detailed and locations identified with MSDC.  Cllr Miller 

provided the clerk with a detailed map that has been forwarded to MSDC to ensure that the bins are included on 

the collection routes.  Clerk has also thanked Mr Brian Calver for raising this in the first place and assisting Cllrs 

in installing the new bins. 

• Clerk has updated the “Know Our Cllrs” information page with an update from Cllr Clements and Cllr Ratcliffe.  

If any other Cllrs would like to add anything or amend their profile please let the Clerk know. 

• Additional grass cutting of the play area and the area at the back of the sports and social club was approved at the 

February meeting at an additional cost of £37.50 per cut.  CGM have been notified that this is for the next season 

only with a view to possibly re-tender for the next season and the amendment contract has been returned.  The new 

areas will be included when the cutting season commences.  Letter responding to the Village Hall Secretary has 

been issued. 

• Cllr Ratcliffe has discovered a gremlin on the website that refers to Cllr Reeve email when you click on his 

details…  Clerk and Craig Mortimer are investigating. 

 

Police Report / Crime Map Statistics 

• Police are urging residents to review the security on their sheds, garages & outbuildings following a number of 

burglaries in the county.  Two barns located on Rectory Road were broken into between 5pm Saturday 29th 

February and 7am Sunday 1st March.  A ride on lawn mower was stolen from one of the barns and gardening 

equipment was stolen from another. 

• Two burglaries in Stowmarket.  Entry was gained after a window was smashed, an untidy search was completed 

and a number of pieces of jewellery were stolen together.  Another home was broken into after a window was 

smashed. A number of watches, a pillow-case and an engraved medal were stolen.  

• A road traffic collision that occurred on St Edmunds Road in Stowmarket took place at approximately 10:55pm on 

Saturday 15 February 2020. The collision involved a blue Fiat 500 car and a 16-year-old male pedestrian who was 

taken to Addenbrookes hospital by ambulance where he remains for treatment to a serious head injury. He is in a 

conscious and stable condition. Anyone who witnessed the collision, including those with dash cam footage are 

asked to contact Suffolk Police quoting CAD reference 415 of 15 February 2020 or crime reference 37/9906/20. 



 727 

• Arson in Needham Market.  A property was damaged by a fire that is believed to have been deliberately started.  

The owner returned to the property on Thursday morning to find serious damage to the front door.  Enquiries are 

continuing at this time and police are thoroughly investigating the matter. 

• Police are asking members of the public, especially those living in rural locations, to be vigilant following reports 

to Police of two males looking down the side of a property particularly at an oil tank.  The two males were seen 

driving a gold/brown coloured Volvo estate registration YE59PEV.  The males then sped off, driving towards 

Preston. 

• Following a series of thefts of Land Rover vehicles around the county, particularly Land Rover Defenders, police 

are urging owners to review the security of their own vehicles. 

 

 MONTH DETAIL OF INCIDENTS / CRIMES 

November 2019 1 x violence / sexual offence on or near Falconer Avenue 

1 x Burglary on or near Trafford Close 

December 2019 1 x violence / sexual offence on or near Gipping Road, Gipping 

1 x theft other on or near Elm Tree Close, Old Newton 

January 2020 1 x violence / sexual offence on or near Cross Green 

1 x violence / sexual offence on or near Falconer Avenue 

 

6. Footpath – Safe route to school – Suffolk County Council (SCC) have responded regarding the ongoing issues 

relating to our only safe pedestrian route linking the primary school and church with Old Newton Village.  The Parish 

Council and Clerk are disappointed with the response received and will be liaising with the appropriate people in the hope 

of achieving a more acceptable outcome for all.  The content of the letter received from SCC Rights of Way Officer is 

detailed below: 

 

SCC cannot enforce landowners to do improvements on a route.  The route is not considered unsafe at this time so the 

route will not be closed on safety grounds, the only time SCC could enforce reinstatement of the surface is if they believe 

it to be a safety issue but they feel that we are not at this stage with FP52 and reinstatement would only mean to let the 

grass surface recover, SCC cannot force the landowners to surface the route with anything greater than what is currently 

there. 

 

The planning permission referred to at the school in terms of extra class rooms was granted on the premise that the route 

would be ’accessible’. The route is currently accessible for the public and in a much better condition than many others 

throughout the county at present so the planning permission cannot be revoked. The landowners have left a far greater 

width than was required for the footpath, the definitive statement states the width to be “Mostly wide enough for two 

people walking side by side” the landowners have accommodated this and much more when installing their stock fencing. 

 

The landowners do not wish to have plainings laid as they may want to set the meadow up so the footpath would enter 

through two gates and be included within the grazing land, plainings would then have to be removed which would be 

another future expense. 

 

SCC do understand our frustrations and sympathise with the parents of the school. At present the route is safe and 

reasonably convenient and will dry out as soon as we get some drier weather, the route will be monitored for any changes 

and SCC will continue to pursue improvements with the landowner.  The drainage team will look into the road run off 

and will keep in contact with Highways regarding the much wanted footway alongside the road when any new 

developments are brought forward. 

 

Various suggestions were made of the possibility of a Road train from the school walking down the road perhaps on a more 

permanent basis rather than the walk to school weeks done previously in the spring and summer.  Suggested that contacting 

the press could possibly assist raising the profile…   

 

It was agreed for Cllr Baker to open up the dialogue with the Landowners.  Chair agreed to speak to Rights of Way to 

investigate if contact with Mr Wrinch had been made and if not the Chairman / Cllr Baker to see if we could gain 

permission to continue to upgrade the other half of the footpath.   

 

Cllr Harbidge to speak with the school – Suggestion out forward for the Children to write letters to both landowners asking 

if something could be done to improve the pedestrian route to school.  Cllr Reeve felt that Cllr Baker should see the 

landowners on her own without any additional influence from the parish council.   
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Cllr Baker spoke to Cllr Stringer regarding the School travel plan and whether that could be used to assist the situation – 

All Cllrs agreed that negotiating with the landowners to try and resolve the situation so everyone is happy has to be the 

way forward.   

 

7. Primary School Road Surface Complaint – Cllr Baker 

Road school issues – pushed again last year several meetings have taken place since March 2017.  The road signs are poor, 

non-slip surface is eroded, running water coming up through the road, Cllr Baker contacted our MP again and listed exactly 

what had been done and dates.  Email response received yesterday, along the lines of how very unfortunate.  Cllr Baker 

read out the letter she received.  It was felt that we should push that this is not to do with the flooding budget but a safety 

and highways budget.  Cllr Baker was thanked for her efforts to date and will be responding to the latest letter received.  

 

The entrance to the chicken farm – It was repaired a couple of years ago but it needs kerb edging to hold the driveway in 

place.  Cllr Goudy will see the owners again and liaise with Cllr Stringer.  This has been raised by parents on what is 

already a treacherous route.  Cllr Stringer confirmed that the works were ordered on 20th February. 

 

8. Financial matters & Financial report   

Clerk has started to think about the year-end process and has requested an internal audit date from Trevor Brown 

Confirmed today as Wednesday 13th May.  Trevor will come to the Clerks home address to complete the audit.  Trevor has 

agreed to keep his fees the same as last year and we are now awaiting the PK LittleJohn audit pack to be issued. 

 

Bank Account Balances:  

• Barclays Statement Balance = £21,429.46 (28.02.2020) 

• Scottish Widows 60 Day account balance = £3,378.37 (31.12.19) 

• Scottish Widows Deposit account = £253.45 (31.12.19) 

• Public Works Loan – Balance outstanding = £24,582.64 (29.01.2020) 

 

Accounts for payment - February 2020: 

• KAREN PRICE - Salary February includes holiday pay, expenses and less tax & NI and pension = £735.49 

• HMRC – PAYE NI & Tax – Employee NIC £, Employer NIC £ = £ NIL 

• NEST Pension Contribution DDR – employee 5% £26.42, employer 3% £19.82 = £46.24 

• ONWoods / ONEG Cleansing Grant qtr ending December 19 - £160.10 

• Mr Jonathan Miller – Expenses regarding grit bins, Neighbourhood Plan Maps, shovels and installation of new dog 

bins - £42.99 

• PWLB loan repayment DDR on 26/02/2020 £2,613.62. 

 

Monies Received – February 2020:  

• MSDC  - Cleansing Grant qtr ending December 19 - £160.10 

Proposed and seconded to pay the accounts.  All Cllr’s present agreed. The cheques were signed accordingly.   

 

9. Correspondence Received & Circulars:  

• SCC Highways – Communication regarding Grass Cutting Programme of works 2020. 

• SCC Highways – Traffic Orders 

• SCC – Opt in for school post 16 travel 

• SCC Highways – Streetlighting maintenance and energy inventory / pre invoice 

• PWLB – Governance Changes to Works Loan Board. 

• MSDC – community Caretaker bins – email forwarded to Village Hall Committee members 

• MSDC – PCSO Tasking in Mid Suffolk     

• East of England Ambulance Service – Defib / AED report / visual check.  Pads out of date and should be queries with 

Zoll medical. 

• SALC – Coronavirus information – emailed to all Cllrs 

• Letter of Resignation due to personal and family commitments from Cllr Andy Perkowski effective immediately.  Clerk 

to arrange for co-option notice with MSDC Legal Services and to include notice in the crier and noticeboards.  Thanks 

for service and best wishes offered to Andy moving forward. 

 

Various circulars received for information purposes.  File circulated during the meeting.   
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10. To receive District Councillor’s Report – Mrs Rachel Eburne / Mr Keith Welham.   

Budget and Council Tax - The budget and financial strategy was discussed at the Council meeting on 27 February. A 

Council Tax increase of 1.66% was agreed; this equates to a £2.76 pa, 5p per week, increase for a Band D property.  

Some of our group’s proposals to make Mid Suffolk more sustainable - from housing to transport to biodiversity – were 

accepted by the Conservative Administration but some were not.  Among those rejected were suggestions to make 

Stowmarket more accessible by providing much improved bus services from nearby villages and offering free parking 

one afternoon per week.  Our group’s suggestion to borrow in order to build low energy council homes and the proposal 

to run a house design competition were also rejected by just one vote. 

 

Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre - Mid Suffolk Leisure Centre and Stradbroke Swim and Fitness Centre have recently been 

named as some of the country’s best following a national industry assessment. Their GP exercise referral scheme was 

assessed by Quest and awarded the status of ‘excellent’. The assessment looked at all aspects of performance, and the 

final report praised the high level of coordination and effort that goes into the exercise referral schemes at both centres. 

 

Needham Market Rail Station Improvements - Needham Market railway station is set to receive £380,000 in 

government funding to improve accessibility including an access for wheelchairs to the Ipswich-bound platform.  The 

funding from the Department of Transport Access for All programme will benefit Needham Market, giving it a further 

boost to plans to regenerate Needham Market station and providing access for all to both platforms. 

 

Council and Cabinet - The Leader of the Council has cancelled a number of Council meetings in the coming months, 

reducing the opportunities for Councillors to hold the Administration to account.  Also, portfolio holders’ reports will in 

future be presented to Cabinet rather than to full Council; this will mean that any Councillor wishing to put questions to a 

portfolio holder will need to make an extra trip to Ipswich. 

 

Locality Awards - The payment of grants from our locality budgets should now have been completed.  In Old Newton 

we allocated funds towards new dog bins, pre-school equipment, primary school play equipment, a bench on the playing 

fields and new chairs for the Woodward Room. 

 

Public Realm Green Spaces - We were given a tour around the four parishes by Peter Garrett, Corporate Manager of 

Public Realm.  He suggested that consideration could be given to putting forward tree and shrub planting proposals 

grassed areas in Falconer Avenue.  Trees and funding for stakes etc could be sought from MSDC.  However, rather than 

consider this area in isolation, it may be better to include any planting here in any proposals which are identified during 

the Neighbourhood Plan preparation. 

 

Public Gallery / Cllr Comments  

• To plant more trees on falconer avenue will irritate parishioners when the road surface is so poor, it is the feeling 

that this will be seen as a waste of money when what is needed is the road surface to be addressed. 

• Blue badge spaces in the centre of Stowmarket are few and not easily acceptable.  The new rules of parking 

enforcement will provide feedback in 3–4 months time. 

 

Councillor Keith Welham                                                              Councillor Rachel Eburne 

keith.welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk                                                 rachel.eburne@midsuffolk.gov.uk 

 

11. To receive County Councillor’s Report – Mr Andrew Stringer 

Review of school transport policy implementation highlights 19 failings - Suffolk County Council has undertaken an 

internal review of the implementation of its new school transport policy. The report from the review group identified 

nineteen failings and was discussed by the Scrutiny Committee on 12 February.  The report highlighted a number of 

concerns, including: the policy was implemented at the same time as a new IT system and staff restructure; there were 

insufficient staff numbers to cope with the increased workload; the policy was poorly communicated to parents and 

schools; the application and appeals processes were too complex; and the wellbeing of parents and children suffered as a 

result of the poor implementation.  The Scrutiny Committee has agreed to review the policy itself before the end of 2020. 

 

2020-21 budget agreed - On 13 February, the Council agreed the budget for 2020-21. This included a council tax rise of 

3.98%, a £3m “Suffolk 2020 Fund”, and a £0.5m Highways Investment Fund.  Both opposition groups proposed 

amendments to the budget. Our amendment included additional funding for health visitors, increasing social worker 

salaries, investment in electric vehicle charging infrastructure and increasing funding to Citizens Advice. Unfortunately, 

these amendments were voted down by the Conservative administration. 

 

mailto:keith.welham@midsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:rachel.eburne@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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Plans for Ipswich Northern Route are scrapped - The Cabinet at Suffolk County Council has officially voted to end 

any further work into an Ipswich Northern Route. This decision follows the withdrawal of support for the Northern Route 

from a number of district councils.  The Cabinet has instead agreed to set-up a taskforce to look at alternative measures 

for dealing with transport issues in Ipswich. It is not yet clear who will be on the taskforce, when it will be set up or what 

it’s remit will be. 

 

Streetlights to change to LED in bid to save money and carbon - The Cabinet has agreed to invest £9.8m into 

converting all council-owned streetlights in Suffolk to LED bulbs, with the capability for dimming by up to 50%. 

This level of investment could potentially be returned through energy savings within 5.5 years of completed conversion, if 

no dimming was applied and assuming energy costs increase at a rate of 8%. If dimming is applied, there would be a 

return on investment within 4 years.  It is also expected to reduce carbon emissions by between 60-80%. 

The council is hoping to begin the work in autumn 2020 and expects the project to be completed within two years. 

 

Public Gallery / Cllr Comments 

• SID upgrades across some of the units.  Volunteer for a parish to do some data analysis to an ANPR trial.  There 

are some budget funds that can be used to run a trial, bid to be submitted in June 2020.  Team of people or an 

individual to pull together mean speeds with and without the ANPR.  Analysis required to be able to prove 

whether its effective. 

• Road on honey pot lane please could Cllr Stringer take a look next time he is passing. 

 

Cllr Harbidge apologised as he had to leave the meeting at 21.31hrs. 

 

12. Planning Applications Received – None received at time of print of the agenda. 
 

13. Planning Decisions from MSDC 

DC/19/05939 - Proposal & Location of Development: Householder Planning Application - Erection of an annexe 

ancillary to Ward Green Farmhouse (resubmission of withdrawn application DC/19/03221) Ward Green Farm, Ward 

Green, Old Newton, Stowmarket Suffolk.  Planning Permission from MSDC has been GRANTED 

DC/20/00390 - Application for Non Material Amendment following grant of planning permission 

DC/19/03836 to raise the eaves by 400mm.  Location: 22 Knights Close, Old Newton, Stowmarket, MSDC confirm 

that the following amendments to the above proposal have been determined to be approved as listed below. 

Amendment Details Approved:  To raise the eaves by 400m as shown on Site Location Plan/Existing/Proposed Plans 

received on 29th January 2020. 

 

14. Neighbourhood Planning – Committee Report  

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 9th March at the Church Institute – 7.30pm.   

 

Planning group are concerned about the decision making of the Greenacres application that was approved.  Cllrs were 

misled and the officer responsible had a very basic knowledge to the area and had no knowledge about the area.  There is a 

strong desire to move forward with a judicial review and individuals have taken legal advice who will act on their behalf.  

A letter can be written but there is an expectation that this could cost up-to £1,500 - £1,800.  They have asked if the parish 

council would contribute.  There is an un-easiness about the way it was done and approved by MSDC.  No full ecological 

report was evidenced.  The package of land has not been ploughed for such a long time as it was a meadow.  They have 

ignored the fact that it was out of the settlement boundary and even on the emerging plan 50% is out of the settlement 

boundary that has blatantly been ignored.  Proper protocols were not followed and the only way forward is to bring a 

judicial review.   Does the parish council support this and would they be prepared to support the letter financially.  NP 

group to pursue this as whether this is a Lawful decision or not.  Agreed that the group should be advised that the parish 

council support the challenging of the decision process and if a financial contribution is being requested that this should be 

by official written request so it can be tabled as an agenda item at the next meeting. 

 

All Cllrs have been forwarded a copy of the full report following the open day including analysis provided by Janet 

Pearson.  A further update will be provided at the April meeting of the Parish Council and at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

Cllr Reeve has had to leave the meeting – Apologies.  There is a tree gone over at Ward Green – Daniel Newton to take a 

look and possibly remove it.   
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15. Cemetery Update 

Clerk has received contact details by way of an address for the baby grave in Old Newton Cemetery but as agreed at the 

February meeting a face to face meeting is preferable and the Clerk has asked the funeral director to assist in making contact 

and arranging the meeting between us and the parents.  Waiting for an appointment to be made. 

 

Adam has only completed 5 hrs in the cemetery during January and February and has asked if he can roll the hours over into 

his next invoice.  There is therefore no invoice for payment again this month for the cemetery maintenance. 

 

16. Employment Review – A meeting took place with the employment committee regarding the Clerks review.  Clerk 

to liaise with Cllr Baker for the review to take place before the next meeting.  Outcome of the appraisal and salary review 

to be reported at the next meeting. 

 

17. Training and Development Policy Adoption 

Clerk has submitted to Cllrs the amended Training and Development Policy for adoption if Cllrs are happy to sign off the 

policy and adopt at tonight’s meeting.  As with all parish council policies they can be updated and amended as working 

documents.  Proposed and seconded, Chairman signed the policy. 

 

18. Councillors Matters to be bought to the attention of the Council 

• Village Hall Committee – terms and conditions of booking terms.  Also a volunteer has come forward to do some 

improvements to the flooring.  Lots of details for the county fair and dog show in July.  Everyone to support where 

possible. 

• Salc Meeting 17th March – Cllr Clements to attend. 

 

19. Public Forum – Nothing raised 

 

20. Additional Matters for inclusion on the agenda for the April 2020 meeting. 

• Potholes  

• Roads 

• Cemetery 

 

21. Date of the next Parish Council meeting – The April meeting is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 1st April 2020 

at 7.30pm.   

 

Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 22nd April 2020 (clerk to invite village groups and organisations to present 

reports).  Apologies received in advance from Cllr Baker for the annual parish meeting. 

 

Meeting closed at 22.13hrs 

 


