Minutes of Old Newton with Dagworth & Gipping Parish Council

Wednesday 4th November 2015 at Old Newton Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs K Goudy (Chair), M Clements, M Shave, M Reeve, A Mole (Vice Chair) S Hill, J Miller, R Stearn,
R Shelley, K Price (Clerk), County Cllr A Stringer, District Cllr J Wilshaw and 2 members of the public.

1. Chairman’s welcome and to receive any apologies for absence.  None received.  

2. To receive any declarations of personal/prejudicial interest.  None received.
3. To approve the minutes of the October meeting held on 7th October 2015.  The minutes were proposed and seconded and all agreed to approve the minutes.  The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record.
4. Matters arising from above minutes.  
· Pg 415 – Some work has been done at the untidy site on Brown Street, this is reported in the clerks report.
· Pg 418 – Planning application 3832 our comments were submitted and no response was received.

· Pg 420 – Chairman had a morning spent with Cllr Stringer around the village and highlighted all the points that needed attention.

· Clerk asked to report again the honeypot lane pot hole.
5. Clerks report following previous meeting
· Crier submission was submitted.

· RTI submission was submitted for October following the meeting.  

· All cheques for payment have been issued.

· The clerk has had three Cllrs provide contact details and have confirmed they are happy to have their details on the village website / noticeboards.  
· The clerk has received the rent from Mr Carter for the meadow rent for the Frederick George Burton Trust and has updated the building society account book in preparation for the charity commission audit and annual meeting of the trust (to be arranged with the trustees). 
· The renewal pack for the insurance has been received that includes the streetlights.  There is an additional payment required of £406.01.
· Defibrilator - Clerk has now completed the application for the grant funded defbrilator for the village and awaits acceptance.
· Clerk has offered the job on the trees at Ward Green to Adam Alexander who will confirm when the work will commence.  Adam did state that he would be unable to start work on this until end November / December time. The other tenders have been notified accordingly by the clerk.
· The Parish Council are invited to attend the AGM – ONGAA that is taking place on 23rd November 2015 at 7.30pm at the Church Institute.  Any Cllrs interested in attending to inform the clerk who can confirm attendance with ONGAA.
· Mendlesham Parish Council are formally consulting all interested parties prior to formal submission of the Mendlesham Neighbourhood Plan documents to Mid Suffolk District Council and would welcome your comments by Monday 21st December 2015.  The documents can be viewed on the mendlesham website. http://www.mendlesham.onesuffolk.net/
· The clerk reported in October that the complaint on the untidy site at the end of Brown Street had been reported and was being investigated.  I can confirm that a tidy up exercise has begun on the site…

· The clerk has spoken to the Orwell Estate at Nacton regarding the permissive footpath agreement that was in place with Mr John Gooderham.  The estate have confirmed that the land the permissive footpath is on is not their land but still owned by the estate of the late Mr Gooderham.  I have sent a copy of the agreement to the executors of John Gooderhams estate and am awaiting their response.  

· The clerk has taken receipt of the wreath for the Remembrance Service – Passed to the Chairman.

· There is a Rest Centre training course next week at Needham run by MSDC for contingency planning on the 10th November that is in danger of being cancelled if there are not enough delegates.  Does anyone wish to attend?

· The cats eyes reported as still missing have now been added to a works order and should be completed asap.  Confirmation received from Paul Jeffrey at SCC Highways.

· Grit heaps – Additional one requested at the end of the village hall driveway / road and also at Dagworth Lane and Cross Green.  Thoughts regarding costs of providing x 17grit bins for the village.  This will prove to be expensive but the clerk will confirm costs for the next meeting
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6. Financial matters & Financial report
The preliminary budget papers and the cash book have been issued to all Cllrs for information.  The budget will be on the December agenda for discussion.  A finance review should also take place prior to the December meeting.

Bank Account Balances:


· Cheque account balance =  £29,793.30 (30/10/15) 

· Scottish Widows 60 Day account balance = £3,362.25 (01.10.15)

· Scottish Widows Deposit account = £252.11 (01.10.15)

Accounts for payment – October 2015:

· KAREN PRICE – Salary October £595.98 Tax & NI = None to pay & expenses £49.75 = £645.73
· HMRC – PAYE NI & Tax £ Nil to pay

· Old Newton United Football Club 1 x £28.00 =  £28.00
· Adam Alexander – Cemetery Maintenance October £165.00

· Business Services at CAS Ltd – Zurich insurance renewal £406.01 (This is the extra premium to cover
43 streetlights at £1,000 each).
· CGM – Grass Cutting August, September and October - £585.36
Proposed and seconded to pay the accounts.  All Cllr’s present agreed.

Monies Received – October 2015: 

· SCC – Broadband Project £2,500.00 (payslip 100075)

· UK Power Networks – Wayleaves £12.48 (payslip 100075)

· J Wright Stonemason – Thurston memorial £25.00 (payslip 100075)

· Hanchets – Memorial Gerald John Clarke £25.00 (payslip 100074)

7. Correspondence Received & Circulars: 
· Email received from Mrs Liz Cox regarding potholes on Ward Green.
· Email received from Mrs Libby Brooks regarding statement in the crier regarding school capacity.

· Letter to the Parish Council from Mrs Miller

· Tesco Local Community Scheme information provided from SALC

· SALC – HM The Queen 90th Birthday celebrations – 11th / 12th June 2016.
· SALC – Local Policing event 10th December 2015

· Headway Suffolk – Letter requesting donation / support - 2016

· Notification of Temporary traffic order – 16th November – 18th November.  Silver Street adjacent to Dagholme for new water connection.  Notice to be displayed at village shop and already on the village website.

All letters and correspondence received.  Various circulars received for information purposes.  File circulated during the meeting.  
8. To receive Police Report - There have been two crimes reported to police since your last meeting:

· 1 X Theft Other – This refers to the removal of visitor pages from the church visitor book.

· 1 X Fly-tipping – Refers to waste being dumped on land belong to a farmer in Gipping.

9. To receive District Councillor’s Report – Miss Jill Wilshaw.
Devolution – The joint Norfolk and Suffolk Challenge Session Team will be presenting to the government for examination on the 4th November. The government team will be led by Lord Heseltine and will include senior civil servants.  This meeting will no doubt result in further changes for the leaders of Suffolk and Norfolk to consider.  MSDC is awaiting the outcome of the Comprehensive Spending Review on the 25th November.

MSDC are building their first new council houses in 30 years starting in Thurston, Bramford and Barking.  Work continues to complete PV installations on as many properties in the district before the drop in Feed-In Tariffs takes effect in January 2016.
As a result of the strategic review of delivery plan projects the Environment Programme Steering Board have decided to consolidate public realm, tourism and natural and built environment into a single overreaching project that will ensure there is a clear co-ordinated approach to the management of the environment.  This will reinforce a collaborative approach in the interests of making best use of resources and social capital within the voluntary and community sectors.  Moreover, a well-managed natural and built environment will help to achieve and support sustainable economic growth and development.

It has just been announced that Babergh and Mid Suffolk that Council tenants who want to buy their own homes can apply for £20k grants to help them onto the property ladder from the Government’s Right-to-Buy Social Mobility Fund. This two-year funding opportunity, called HomeOwn, is designed to help Babergh and MSDC tenants to move out of their existing rented accommodation and to buy a home that best suits their needs on the open market.  The scheme enables Babergh and Mid Suffolk to make one-off payments to council tenants, of up to £20,000, as a cash incentive to buy a house for the first time – freeing up a council house for someone else in the process.  A maximum of ten tenants from each council area can use the grants but so far only one grant has been successfully applied for.  For further information on this scheme – and to check eligibility – please contact Paulina Malinowska, Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils’ Home Ownership Officer, on email: paulina.malinowska@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk or 01449 724753
The Open for Business project trial is now underway which means that MSDC are allocating an officer as a single point of contact to a business enquiry (whether a start-up or diversifying existing business) to accompany and assist them from start to finish on their journey through the services they need from the Council.
Work is continuing with the Suffolk Waste Partnership on a Suffolk wide joint procurement contract for organic (garden) waste.
10. To receive County Councillor’s Report – Mr Andrew Stringer.  
Winter Highways Team Gears Up - From now until early spring next year, the Suffolk Highways team will continue to closely monitor weather conditions around the clock to ensure the safety of the public as they travel on Suffolk’s highways and byways.  Roads are prioritised into two main categories for winter treatment (Priority One and Priority Two); these two categories cover approximately 51 per cent of all roads maintained by Suffolk County Council. When ice or snow is forecast, a salt mix is used to treat all A and B roads, 24-hour fire stations, Accident and Emergency hospitals, and roads to/from main bus and rail stations.  Information from weather forecasts and the county’s own weather monitoring stations around the highway network enable our staff to plan and deliver these winter services.  Almost 1250 miles (2000km) of Suffolk’s road network receive precautionary treatment to keep them ice-free. The county has 39 gritters located at eight depots (Ipswich, Rougham, Depden, Mildenhall, Brome, Halesworth, Melton and Mobbs Way). Suffolk retains a stock of over 24,000 tonnes of salt mix, as well as having access to further reserves should prolonged severe weather occur.
Suffolk Devolution - Since the last meeting much has happened with the Suffolk & Norfolk devolution proposals. There was a second pre-challenge session, attended by leaders, chief executives and officers working on the Challenge Session, on 27th October with Andrew Campbell, the LGA Lead on Devolution, to further test the ambitions and the details behind our emerging devolution proposals.  The main focus of these proposals will centre on ways of boosting investment, productivity, housing and education and skills across our communities.  The aim is to both build on Norfolk and Suffolk’s economic strengths and to address the two counties’ comparatively low wages, low skills levels and under-delivery of required housing.
· Broadband – There is nothing concrete to update the parish council with yet.  Cllr Stringer will provide us with the maps once he has them.

· Cllr Stringer and the Chairman have had a look around the village and Cllr Stringer has provided a report including photos to highways of areas of concern.
· It was mentioned that contractor’s signs following highways maintenance works should have been removed but this hasn’t happened.  Cllr Stringer is aware of this.
11.
2016 Meeting dates
	2016
	

	January
	Wednesday 6th January 2016

	February
	Wednesday 3rd February 2016

	March
	Wednesday 2nd March 2016

	April
	Wednesday 6th April 2016

Wednesday 20th April 2016 – Annual Parish Meeting

	May
	Wednesday 4th May 2016 – AGM of the Parish Council

	June
	Wednesday 1st June 2016

	July
	Wednesday 6th July 2016

	August
	There will not be a scheduled meeting in August.  If a planning meeting needs to be scheduled this will be done separately.

	September
	Wednesday 7th September 2016

	October
	Wednesday 5th October 2016

	November
	Wednesday 2nd November 2016

	December
	Wednesday 7th December 2016


The dates were agreed by all Cllrs present.  Clerk to publicise them on the village noticeboards and  website and in the crier.  Clerk also to ensure the booking clerk for the village hall has the dates for next year.
11. Planning Applications Received – None received.
12. Planning Decisions from MSDC 
· 2832/15 – Erection of a detached timber garden room at 10 Trafford Close, Old Newton.  MSDC planning have confirmed that this application has been granted planning permission.
· 3030/15 – Replacement of windows at Dagworth Farm, Silver Street, Old Newton.  Listed Building Consent has been granted from MSDC.
· 2368/15 – Erection of annexe – 2 Farfield Brown Street, Old Newton.  Planning permissions has been refused from MSDC.
13. Housing Needs Survey - The Clerk has been provided by Community Action Suffolk (CAS) the results of our recent survey.  The statistics that have come out are detailed below for information.
· 94% were in favour of affordable housing 
· 5% would not support affordable housing.  
· The survey issued received a 24% return rate.  146 household responses.  334 individual responses.  The greatest return rate was from the 16 – 24yrs bracket.  
· Out of 146 returned surveys – 22 people - 10 households stated they had a need.  
· A further 5 households (6 people stating that they wanted to return to the village).  A total of 15 households, 28 people.  
There are currently 15 households claiming a local connection on gateway to home choice.  Indicating a combined need of up to 30 new houses. CAS recommendation would be to bring forward circa 10 new houses to begin with.  The full report to be issued to all Cllrs, however it has been stressed that the owners of the report remains CAS and we are not allowed to share the full report.   Anyone who believes they should be provided a full copy of the report need to contact Sunila Osborne at CAS where they can discuss / purchase a copy.  The Parish Council’s next step will be to arrange a meeting with the working committee and CAS to discuss possible sites within the village.
14. Cemetery – Committee Update
· The clerk has received confirmation that the cemetery will be tidied in on Thursday 5th November ahead of the Remembrance Sunday Service.
· Tree surgeons are meeting next week.  W/c: 9th November 2015.  Committee to report back at the December meeting.
15. Footpaths / hedges
Email received from SCC Re footpath and Roger’s email. SCC now have full responsibility.  Cllr Stearn wanted to explain why he had walked away from the footpath.  Cllr Stearn received a message from Glyn French stating ideas that had been agreed that he had not agreed to.  SCC have now taken the completion of the footpath on and are taking full responsibility moving forward.  Confirmed by Cllr Andrew Stringer.
Hedges – Appear to still not have been done.  Refer to SCC as our requests have not been adhered to and this is a highways / footpaths issue.  Clerk to action.
Employment Committee 

Chairman confirmed that an employment committee meeting had taken place and the clerk and members of the public were asked to leave so this item on the agenda would be discussed in camera.  Following discussions and report from the employment committee it was agreed to pay the Clerk holiday pay from November onwards at 12.07% of total salary for each month.  It was also agreed to pay the clerk back pay for the year 2014/2015 and 2015 - to October 2015.  The payments would be split into two payments and the first instalment to be paid at tonight’s meeting.  The second payment to be paid at the December meeting.  The clerk would need to sort out any National Insurance / PAYE payments accordingly.  The net amount payable to the clerk this evening was the salary £595.98 and holiday pay of £822.88 = £1418.86, less National Insurance of £89.62 = £1329.24 + expenses £49.75 = £1,378.99.  Cheque was made payable for £1,378.89 by error therefore the clerk is owed £0.10 on next month’s payment.  The clerk thanked the Parish Council and the employment committee for sorting this matter out.  The contract of employment was also discussed in camera and the employment committee need to re-write the contract before it can be agreed and issued to the clerk.
16. Councillors matters to be brought to the attention of the Council.

· Crier comments regarding rent received from the green.  Cllr Stearn apologised for how this had come across. It was confirmed that the agreement for the hay off Ward Green was part of the agreement for the station road land used for allotments.

· Rabbits issue at both the cemetery and the village playing field – There is a Ferrets man who will come after autumn at no charge to look at the cemetery.  It was asked if they can do the playing field too.  Mrs Barbara Goudy and the Chairman agreed to ask the question on behalf of the parish council.

· Remembrance Sunday arrangements – Apologies received from Cllr Mole.  The Clerk has provided the Chairman with the parish council wreath.

· Holes in the fencing at the back of the playing field.  So many gates are being left open / broken.  Raised with the village hall.  It was raised that apparently new gates and fencing being done when it all gets reviewed.

· Chairman has spoken to members of the football club and general feedback is that CGM are not cutting close enough to the fence.  Clerk to feed back to CGM.

17. Public Forum
Declaration of interests.  Clarification requested at the last meeting where land was discussed.  The Cllr did not declare an interest or leave the room.  It was stated that the Cllr did not participate in any form and as there was no debate or vote taken place the Cllr did not need to technically declare an interest.  Cllr Stearn confirmed that he has no precuniary interests in the issue however to assist best practice and to remove any ambiguity it was recommended that Cllr Stearn should declare an interest at any future meetings. 

18. Additional Matters for inclusion on the agenda for the December meeting
· Budget papers / Finance Committee report / update.
· Employment Committee – Contract of employment.

· Cemetery Committee – Trees update

19. Date of the next meeting – Wednesday 2nd December 2015.  Christmas nibbles & festive refreshments to be provided by the clerk and the chairman.
Meeting closed at 21.38 hrs
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