Minutes of Old Newton with Dagworth & Gipping Parish Council

Wednesday 13th May 2015 at Old Newton Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

Present:  Cllrs K Goudy, M Reeve, M Clements, S Hill, J Miller, A Mole, R Shelley, R Stearn,
K Price (Clerk), District Cllr J Willshaw, County Cllr A Stringer
and 5 members of the public.
1. To elect a Chairman of the Council and to receive the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office or, if not then received, to decide when it shall be received.  Cllr Goudy was nominated and seconded and agreed to stand as Chairman again this year.  Cllr Goudy then signed the declaration of acceptance of office form.
2. To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council and to receive the Vice-Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office or, if not then received, to decide when it shall be received.  It was proposed that Cllr Mole take the position as Vice-Chairman, this was seconded, and all Councillors present agreed.  The acceptance of office form was then signed and witnessed.
All Cllrs to sign their Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Councillor.  Signed and witnessed, all forms returned to the Clerk. 
3. To receive any apologies for absence. Apologies were received by Cllr M Shave as he is away on holiday, he would try to get to the meeting but may be late.  PC Clare Wayman has sent her apologies as she has been called over to Bury St Edmunds this evening.
4. To receive any declarations of personal/prejudicial interest.  None received.
Chairman mentioned that following the elections we lost Tony Reeve and asked to be recorded in the minutes for Tony Reeves service as a Cllr for our parish for the last 44 years and asked the Clerk to send a letter of thanks.
5. To appoint representatives to outside bodies.
Village Hall Committee




Cllr Goudy

SALC







Cllr Clements
Suffolk Acre






Cllr Mole

Road Safety Committee & Speedwatch Campaign

Cllr Clements

Community Council 



Cllr Miller


School Representative



Cllr Mole

6. To appoint committees, sub-committees and/or working groups.  The following were proposed and seconded and all Cllrs present agreed.  Cllr Shave has agreed with the clerk to remain on the committee for lighting.
Planning


Cllrs Shelley, Clements & S Hill, + Chair
Footpaths & Environmental
Cllr Stearn
Lighting


Cllrs Miller, Shave, Shelley, Goudy
Cemetery


Cllrs Miller, Goudy, M Reeve

Finance


Cllrs Goudy, Shelley, Miller & Karen Price (Clerk/ RFO).  
Allotments


Cllrs K Goudy, M Reeve, R Shelley, Karen Price (Clerk)
Employment


Cllrs A Mole, Cllr Miller and R Shelley + Cllr Goudy
Broadband


Cllrs Miller, Shelley, Mole + Clerk.
Housing Needs Survey
Cllrs Goudy, Clements, Shave + Clerk
7. To approve the minutes of the April meeting held on 1st April 2015.  The minutes were proposed and seconded and all agreed to approve the minutes.  The Chairman signed the minutes as a true and accurate record.
8. Matters arising from above minutes.  
Flooding on honey pot lane – according to MSDC has been sorted.  It hasn’t – as soon as it rains we need to report it again as the drain is blocked under the road.  Clerk to speak to Cllr Stringer.
9. Clerks report following previous meeting
GENERAL ADMIN
· Crier submission was submitted.  Thanks were passed to Annie for including a lovely photo of Mrs Andrews with the congratulations on her Community Achievement Award comments from the Parish Council.
· RTI submission has been submitted successfully.

· All cheques for payment have been issued.

· All election notices were displayed as requested from MSDC.  Clerk also updated the village website with this information.  Expenses forms need to be completed and returned.
· Online Register of Interests forms – Clerk needs all email addresses to provide to MSDC who will then email each Cllr to submit their personal register of interests forms.  For those not on email then a paper copy will still need to be returned.  Are all Cllrs happy for the clerk to move forward where emails are available.  All Cllrs agreed where emails were available then they should be used.
· Village Website – Parish Council pages have been updated, the minutes and agendas are on there but I am struggling to set the links so that they are easy to find.  Awaiting email / help from Kerry Swinburne at One Suffolk.  This does form part of the new transparency code for smaller authorities that comes into effect from July 2015.  So this is a work in progress with a deadline of being fully operational from July 2015.

· Emergency Broadband – Interim cover for outer reach areas.  The Parish Council are now the owners of the equipment that provides broadband currently to the outer reaches of the village primarily Brown Street.  A meeting has been arranged for next Wednesday 20th May at 7.30pm.  Andrew Stringer has contact email list coming for current customers and we will need to have this meeting first and then perhaps arrange an additional meeting if necessary.  Andrew has agreed to get the Parish Council the grant money now we are out of purdah.  There is a notice displayed advertising this meeting and the clerk will include on the village web site and email other interested parties that may wish to take advantage of this provision.  
· Community Action Suffolk are happy to  progress and work with the parish council but the next step is to identify a working committee of approvximately 3-4 cllrs plus the clerk and arrange a meeting with Sunilla.  Committee to be agreed at item 6 on the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  Clerk to then arrange the meeting and inform Cllrs accordingly.

Local Audit & Accountability Act 2014 – Transparency Code for smaller authorities.

· The future changes in terms of external audit arrangements will not change until 2017/2018 – commencing April 2017.

· The Transparency Code mandatory publishing requirements comes into effect from April 2015 – Our minutes and agendas are now uploaded onto the village web site (Although I am struggling to show the links to make them easy to find) and a report following the audit will also need to be published.

· Onesuffolk web sites / SALC are offering training sessions and if possible the clerk would like to attend.  Cost would be £20 each session, basic and advanced or £45 for the day including lunch.  All Cllrs agreed that this would be beneficial and the clerk should book a training course.  Approved.
CGM – GRASS CUTTING

· Clerk has received correspondence from CGM asking about the front of the village hall.  Clerk gave permission as a one off to tidy the front but we require a decision at full council if you would like the front of the village hall to form part of the contract.  This will cost an extra £32.56 + VAT extra or £38.42 to include the play area.  Proposed and seconded to ask the sports and social club if they would do the frontage of the village hall.  Clerk to action.
· The Football Club have provided CGM with a barrier key.  Tom has confirmed that he never had one.

· Tom Duschene fixed the fence.  We should thank him for fulfilling his contract.  Clerk to action.

· Chariman to speak to the gentleman who has volunteered to keep the play area tidy.
10. Financial matters & Financial report
The audit pack has been received and the audit date for the parish council accounts to be submitted has been notified as 16th June 2015.  The clerk would like a finance committee meeting separately but it is the intention to formally sign off the accounts at the June meeting in time to submit to BDO.  The notice is displayed and records should be available for inspection from 18th May – 15th June by appointment with the clerk.  Clerk would like to ascertain if the finance committee are available for a pre audit meeting.  The clerk has agreed to have the accounts ready for audit by Heelis & Lodge by Monday 25th May or earlier if at all possible and will contact the finance committee as soon as the accounts are ready. 
BDO have requested additional information for the audit with regard to the streetlight project.  The clerk has this in hand.

Bank Account Balances:


· Cheque account balance =  £27,024.88  (29/04/15)

· Scottish Widows 60 Day account balance = £3,356.88 (01.04.15)

· Scottish Widows Deposit account = £251.61 (01.04.15)

Accounts for payment – April 2015:

· SCARFF FARMS – Allotment land rent £420.00

· Karen Price – Salary April £570.31 + £24.84 underpayment in March / April (incorrect payscale applied to calculations) = £598.15 Tax & NI = None to pay & expenses £88.12 = £686.26
· HMRC – PAYE NI & Tax £ Nil to pay

· ADAM ALEXANDER – Cemetery Maintenance March – May 2015 - £255.00
· MR ROSS ALLEN – Broadband Equipment (as agreed at the April meeting – Chq issued prior to deadline of 30th April) £2,000.00

Monies Received – April 2015: 

· MSDC – Precept £9,927.50

· Dignity Funeral Services – Cemetery fees £200.00 (payslip 100072 not banked until 01.05.15)

· ONGAA – Allotment land rent £420.00 (payslip 100072 not banked until 01.05.15)

Proposed and seconded to pay the accounts.  All Cllr’s present agreed.

11. Correspondence Received & Circulars: 
· MSDC – Town & Parish Councils online Register of Interests

· CGM – Village Hall Frontage

· MSDC – Dog & Litter Bins – Clerk to confirm and query the statement received.
· MSDC – Sports Facility & Playing Pitch Strategy – Clerk to complete the survey.
· Chair of Governors Old Newton Primary School – Letter to the Parish Council regarding a footpath.  Cllr Clements and Cllr Miller may be able to attend and County Cllr Andrew Stringer.
· SCC – Notification of temporary traffic order for Church Road 26th May – 08.30 – 16.00hrs)

· SCC – Notification of temporary traffic order for Chapel Road, Gipping Road and Old Newton Road 15th June – 23rd June 2015.  Alternative route suggested as Stowupland Road.

· MSDC – Village of the Year Competition – Not to go for it this year but to ensure that we do something next time.
· SALC – Transparency Code for smaller authorities

All letters and correspondence received.  Various circulars received for information purposes.  File to be circulated during the meeting.  SALC training to be discussed as an agenda item for the June meeting.

12. To receive Police Report – PC Clare Wayman has sent her apologies for tonight’s meeting - she has provided the monthly report and the annual report but is unable to be here as she has been called over to Bury St Edmunds.
Crime - There are no crimes to report since the last meeting in April.

In the last year, May 2014 – 2015, there have been 8 crimes for the village:

· 3x thefts

· 2 xBurglaries to sheds and/or outbuildings

· A male was dealt with for producing a controlled drug – officers were able to smell a controlled substance at an address they called at for another matter and found cannabis plants growing in his garden.

· A male was stopped on the B1113 in his van and when his vehicle was searched the back was full of empty fuel cans. He was therefore arrested and dealt with for going equipped to steal. 

· 1x burglary

Priorities - The next Area Forum and Priority Setting Meeting will be at Eye Police Station Monday 27th July 2015 starting at 7pm.  Members of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend. Please visit the local SNT web site for details of SNT surgeries and public events. 

The current priorities are:

1. Reducing rural crime and thefts from outside areas.

2. Prevention and detection of burglaries

13. To receive District Councillor’s Report – Mrs Jill Willshaw.  Jill introduced herself to the Parish Council and provided the Clerk with her contact details.
14. To receive County Councillor’s Report – Mr Andrew Stringer.  
15. Planning Applications Received 
· 1241/15 & 1242/15 – Regulisation of demolition of side extension, chimney and rear pantry.  Erection of single storey side extension.  Formation of dormer window to rear.  Re-render front elevation and associated timber repairs.  Internal works as per attached schedule at 40 Church Road, Old Newton.  Listed Building application in accordance with the above.

It has been demolished partly already as this was in a dangerous state.  As this is a listed building it will be carefully monitored and he is extremely diligent with the standard of work being of a very high standard it was  proposed, seconded, Approved by majority vote with one abstention.
16. Planning Decisions from MSDC – None received
17. Streetlights Update – They have gone out – from midnight until 5am.  Clerk has not received any comments either way at this point.  
18. Councillors matters to be brought to the attention of the Council.
· Road signs for the agenda for next month.
· Cllr Stearn wanted to raise whether the parish council insurance could include workers for Little Wood.  Cllr Shave asked if this should be put in writing as a proposal for discussion on the next agenda in line with standing orders.
· Ward Green – Cllr Hill
· Cllr M Reeve asked if the Chain of Office should be officially valued and whether this was covered on our insurance .  The clerk confirmed that it is presently insured for £500.  Chair to ascertain an up to date valuation for the purposes of insurance, to report at the June meeting.
· Defibrillator – For the village – Agenda item for the next meeting.

19. Public Forum – Nothing raised
20. Additional Matters for inclusion on the agenda for the June meeting
· Financial audit Sign Off
· Cllrs Training – SALC Modules.

· Ward Green – Cllr Hill

· Defibrillator – Cllr Goudy

· Road Signs – Cllr Clements

· Employers Liability Insurance to include Little Wood – Cllr Stearn Proposal
21. Date of the next meeting – Wednesday 3rd June 2015
Meeting closed at 20.56hrs
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