Minutes of Old Newton with Dagworth & Gipping Parish Council

Wednesday 7th January 2015 at Old Newton Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

Present:  M Reeve, T Reeve, M Shave, J Miller, R Shelley, S Hill, A Mole (Vice Chair), M Clements, District Cllr S Stringer, County Cllr A Stringer, K Price (Clerk), and 2 members of the public.
1. Chairman’s welcome and to receive any apologies for absence.  Cllr Ken Goudy has sent his apologies as he is still recovering from an accident prior to Christmas.  Cllr Adrian Mole (Vice Chair) welcomed everyone to the January meeting.
2. To receive any declarations of personal/prejudicial interest.  – None received.
3. To approve the minutes of the December meeting held on 3rd December 2014.  It was proposed and seconded to accept  the minutes presented at tonight’s meeting as a true and accurate record and the Vice Chairman signed the minutes accordingly.
4. Matters arising from above minutes.  None raised
5. Clerks report following previous meeting
· Crier submission was submitted.

· RTI submission has been submitted successfully
· The Clerk, Cllr Hill and Cllr Clements attended the CIL workshop at MSDC on 8th December.

· The clerk is awaiting confirmation of costs for replacement laptop and backup facilities.  The clerk apologises but has not pushed for this information over Christmas and will endeavour to obtain the information for the February meeting.

· Flooding investigations requested of SCC by the clerk for Honey Pot Lane, outside the village shop, the double bends on B1113 and Finningham Road.  

· Missing road signs again reported for Sandford Road and Whitehall Road.

· Clerk also reported the flooding over the Christmas / New Year period.

· Clerk was asked to provide Cllrs a copy of useful contacts within MSDC that was in the circulars file.  Each Cllr provided with a copy of this at tonight’s meeting.

6. Financial Matters & Financial Report

The budget and precept figures were disc used again and it was agreed to keep the precept the same at £19,855.00.  The taxbase has increased this year so this will hopefully have a reduction in how much council tax is paid by our parishioners.  Proposed and seconded to sign the precept forms.  Signed by Cllr Mole, Clements and Shelley and the clerk.
Bank Account Balances:


· Cheque account balance =  £27,543.45 (31/12/14)

· Scottish Widows 60 Day account balance = £3,351.54 (01.10.14)

· Scottish Widows Deposit account = £251.11 (01.10.14)

Accounts for payment – December 2014:

· Karen Price – Salary December  £542.13 – Tax & NI = £0.00 & expenses £73.58 = £615.71
· HMRC – PAYE & Tax £nil to pay 

· Heelis & Lodge Internal Audit £110.00
· The Old Parsonage Garden Services £225.00 – October, £112.50 – November = £337.50
· Old Newton Village Hall £130.00
Proposed and seconded all in favour and agreed to pay the accounts.

Monies Received – December 2014: 
· Nil

7. Correspondence Received & Circulars: 
· Level Crossing Closures at Haughley and Stomarket including invitation to attend meeting on 16th January 2015.  There is no proposal to close the crossings from Network Rail.  Cllr Shave spent a significant amount of time at the crossing – 10% of the time gates closed with an average of 100 vehicles, one service bus to Old Newton an average of 1000 vehicles during the day.  SCC have got no list of proposed closures from network rail and there is no official proposal for consultation.  It is believed that this is scare mongering.  Authorities will remove the signs.  It was proposed and seconded that should any consultation documents arrive from Network Rail the Clerk to inform the council and arrange an emergency meeting the minute a consultation document comes in.
· MSDC - Consultation on Stowupland Neighbourhood Plan

· MSDC – Taxbase for 2015/16

· SALC – Transparency Code 

· SALC – Suffolk’s Greenest County

· SALC – Royal Garden Party 2015

· Community Action Suffolk – Housing Needs Survey.  Clerk has had correspondence from Sunila Osborne at Community Action Suffolk.  The cost of a survey is £1.00 per household.  Clerk has sample questionnaire and information for discussion.  Sunila is available to attend our next meeting if council wish to progress down the route of a housing needs survey.  Clerk asked to invite Sunila to the next meeting.
· Suffolk Family Carers – Information to be advertised in the crier.
Various circulars received for information purposes.  File circulated during the meeting.  
8. To receive Police Report – Reported Crimes / General – There has been one crime recorded in the Parish of Old Newton since our last meeting:  On 31 December, whilst officers were on patrol during the evening, they encountered a white van which was acting suspiciously.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver and the vehicle were searched.  Items found included numerous cannisters smelling of fuel, which lead officers to believe that the driver intended to steal fuel or heating oil.  He was therefore arrested for the offence of Going Equipped to Steal.

Cllr Shave reported the village shop had had a potential break in that was reported to the police but not included in their report.  Possiblity of insurance claim for criminal damage on bus shelter.  Clerk to report to the police and  investigate.  Clerk to instruct Jon Hines to get on with the other maintenance jobs.

9. To receive District Councillor’s Report – Mrs Sarah Stringer
Community Grants - Confirmed that Old Newton Bowls Club had received the following offer of grants towards the cost of their New Pavilion and Refurbishment of the Old Pavilion:

· £11,254 from Community Projects Grant Aid

· £1,132.58 from Developer Contributions – Supporting Community Projects

This is excellent news for the Bowls Club and if any other community project or organisation would like help with grant applications, the Communities Team at Mid Suffolk are experts in form filling and are very pleased to help in any way.
Five Year Land Supply - All Planning Authorities have to demonstrate a Five Year Land Supply (FYLS) and this is made up of new house-build starts and planning application approvals.  If a Local Authority cannot demonstrate a FYLS its Local Plan and any Local Development framework is then void and the National Planning Policy Framework takes precedent until the LA has approved and started enough new-builds, plus 20%.  MSDC target is 440 per annum.

In May 2014 we had an update on MSDC’s position and were assured that we had an adequate FYLS, but at a briefing in December councillors were informed that despite MSDC building over 100 more houses than our target in 2014, we are over 200 houses under the target for our FYLS.  This means that MSDC is at severe risk of speculative development that otherwise would not be approved and some applications are already being received
10. To receive County Councillor’s Report – Mr Andrew Stringer
Procurement Update - Following on from last years SCC procurement conference, the County Council has partnered with the Chamber and Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) to help with the follow up.  Plans are being developed for a series of follow up events after the successful Supply Chain Meeting in October. These are likely to be targeted towards specific areas of council policy; Growth and Jobs, Skills and improving the environment.  The Chamber has agreed to act as facilitators for future events. The purpose of these vents is to demystify SCC’s procurement arrangements to get more Suffolk County Council purchasing going to more Suffolk based companies.

An invitation has been extended to the Chamber to shadow a future procurement exercise, to help the understanding of the market engagement processes and how these help to develop the County Council’s procurement strategies for each requirement.  The free tender training sessions will be updated to bring them in line with changes to the Public Contracts rules from April next year.  We will update our free Tender Training sessions to bring them in line with changes to the Public Contracts rules from April next year.  The Chamber have been invited to support the review.

Moving On - Suffolk County Council Corporate Property has now completed its exit from the former Kerrison Conference and Training Centre at Thorndon near Eye, following termination of the leases at the end of September. The associated savings in rent and running costs is in the region of £140k per annum to the Council. I will have an update on its future very soon. 

Keeping Warm - Suffolk Energy Action is able to offer access to free loft and cavity wall insulation to everyone living in properties without it, this offer is not restricted by income, age or status.  This work is being funded via the Energy Company Obligation at no cost to local authorities, we have engaged a Suffolk based company who will be promoting the offer and undertaking the work.  Please encourage residents to find out more about how much Suffolk Energy Action could save them on their fuel bills by visiting: www.suffolkenergyaction.org.  For further information please contact Matt Hullis, Head of Environment Strategy, 01473 264446 or email matt.hullis@suffolk.gov.uk
· Broadband update.  Contract is now signed.  Update is on the web page.

· Village website – Clerk to be the parish council representative but presently does not have access rights to edit / upload information.  Martin Stearman to invite through the crier someone to take on the role of the administrator to work alongside the clerk

· Cllr Stringer took the opportunity to wish everyone a Happy New Year to all.
11. Planning Applications 
3639/14 – Erection of a garden shed at Auckland House, Dagworth (in the parish of Haughley).  This application came in over the Christmas period with a response date of 29.12.14.  The clerk asked for views of Cllrs on email and made the decision that as this was within the boundary of a listed building and was not directly in the parish of Old Newton that we would not hold an additional planning meeting between Christmas and New Year and therefore no comments were submitted.
12. Planning Decisions from MSDC 
3240/14 – Erection of Pavillion at Old Newton Bowls club.  Planning permission from MSDC has been granted.
13. Streetlight Project – Project Update  -  Clerk has received an update from SCC.  Confirmed from UKPN that they will have engineers on site 26th & 27th January 2015.  It was debated again about the lights and the planned switch off.  The Clerk explained that it had been voted on already that the lights would be switched off initially at midnight until 5am and that this could be discussed again after residents have had time to evaluate.  The whole point of upgrading the lights is to ensure the maximum cost savings can be achieved and to save money in the long term.  The Vice-Chair stated that we are to leave the project alone until the new lights are in, whereby it will be re-visited again. 
14. Councillors matters to be brought to the attention of the Council. 
· Chapel road flooding and eroding significantly – full of pot holes.  SCC to be asked if they can write again to home owners regarding responsibility of the drainage / gulleys and ditches down Chapel Road.  Highways can possibly now be involved.
· Big pot hole on white hall corner – number of pot holes to be reported by the clerk.

· Tyrell Oak – Manhole covers on the green at Gipping have been driven over / Clerk to report.
15. Public Forum  
· Broadband issues raised by Mr Arnold with Andrew Stringer.
· Pot holes to be reported – numerous ones on Brown Street.

16. Addtional Matters for inclusion on the agenda for the February meeting.
· Streetlights
17. Date of the next meeting – Wednesday 4th February 2015.  
Meeting closed at 8.41 hrs
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